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R

esearch is vital for the advancement of social, medical, public policy and economic agendas for all nations. Innovation and
overall progress based on evidence is dependent on the results of valid research. For research to be utilized and effectively
implemented, Trust in Science is critical for the public, government decision-makers, researchers and others in order to value the
outcomes of research and support the implementation of change to improve standards of living for all citizens of nations. Failure of
an ethical oversight system to support the integrity of the research enterprise threatens progress at all levels of societal development.
It has been argued that research misconduct is a rare occurrence, misconduct will become apparent through the peer-review process
and publication standards and when it does occur, the results may not be of great significance. These arguments lack evidence to
support these conclusions.
This presentation will explore the need for transparency and accountability in research and the need for a national oversight
mechanism to monitor adherence to defined standards of research conduct. Based on a recent report from an Expert Panel on
Research Integrity that was duly constituted by the Canadian federal government, this presentation will provide recent examples of
breaches in research integrity and the consequences of these actions. The presentation will focus on the work of the Expert Panel
that was sponsored by the Minister of Industry in Canada. The Panel reviewed the current state of the oversight of research integrity
in Canada as a model for research integrity that could be applied in other jurisdictions. The Panel proposed the construction of a
positive environment for research integrity focussing on the promotion of the principles and values associated with research integrity
to aid in the prevention of purposeful breaches in research integrity. The Panel proposed the implementation of a Council of
Research Integrity that would have oversight for research integrity nationally and would develop the necessary expertise to offer
expert opinion in cases of possible breaches in research integrity and options for sanctions in such cases.
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