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I

n critically ill patients, transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) offers several advantages over transthoracic echocardiography
(TTE), with reliable, continuous image acquisition and superior image quality. The hemodynamic monitoring capability and
safety (without major complications), of a single-use miniaturized transesophageal echocardiography (mTEE) probe, left in place in
ventilated critically ill patients, has been proven to provide useful information to invasive monitoring and has an impact on
hemodynamic management inpatients with hemodynamic failure on ventilatory support(3,4).
Despite these advantages, TEE is not widely used by emergency physicians.TEE by emergency physicians (EPs) remains rare,
with no many described training or focused TEE protocols for emergency department (ED) use been described. ED point-of-care
based TEE, has showed a high degree of feasibility and clinical utility, with a diagnostic (up to 78%) and therapeutic influence (up
to 67%) seen in the majority of cases. Focused TEE, specially the midesophageal four-chamber and transgastric view of the left
ventricle, has a great value among intubated patients with either undifferentiated shock or cardiac arrest. EPs can successfully
perform focused TEE protocols after a short workshop with retention of these skills at 6 weeks.(2).
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