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I

ncorporating Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacture, CAD/CAM, technology has become a critical part of our
dental school’s curriculum.

In the esthetic department at New York University College of Dentistry (NYUCD) CAD/CAM technology has been in used for
over 20 years. To date, the pre-doctoral students have been given the opportunity to fabricate tooth colored, indirect restorations and
ceramic crowns using CAD/CAM technology. The protocol requires that students be given lectures on the methodology and criteria
of fabricating restorations using digital impressions. Incorporating CAD/CAM technology in fabricating indirect restorations into
the core curriculum enhances clinical growth and development of high-tech capabilities that will enable our students to succeed in
the future of dentistry.
CAD/CAM technology can be used to fabricate restorations in one patient visit, however, as part of the learning process, the
student will follow school protocol which involves diagnosis, wax-up, preparation on stone model prior to performing the digital
impression on the patient. The educational program at NYUCD is designed to credential facultydoctors on teaching the students as
well as students learning to fabricate restorations using this innovative technology. Faculty doctors, once credentialed, will guide
student dentists in taking digital impressions, design restorations, mill and fire restorations using CAD/CAM technology.
The goal of the training program is to standardize faculty doctors and students to become proficient in CAD/CAM technology
and deliver state-of-the art dentistry to the patients.
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