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wo studies are briefly reported. The objective of both was to predict the course of disease in cancer patients. The first study was
devoted to examining the predictive power of the psychological factors. The second study was devoted to checking the joint
predictive power of medical and psychological factors. The psychological predictors were scores in a specially constructed
questionnaire assessing the motivation for survival on the basis of the Cognitive Orientation approach. This Cognitive Orientation
Questionnaire of Survival provided scores on four types of beliefs (about oneself, about reality and others, about rules and norms
and about goals and wishes) in regard to items presenting themes that had been identified as related to survival, such as acceptance
of uncertainty, compromising in regard to perfectionism and readiness to get help. In study 1 the number of participants was 166
(melanoma, breast, colorectal). Their survival was assessed four years after initial diagnosis, on the basis of the psychological
factors. The scores of the survival questionnaire provided good prediction of survival after 4 years in 78.9% of the cases. In the
second study the predictive power of both medical and the psychological factors was assessed. The major hypothesis was that both
the medical and psychological factors would contribute to predicting survival. The medical factors were the standard ones used in
medicine for the specific disease. The psychological ones were the survival scores of the questionnaire. The number of participants
was 89. They were followed for 12 years. Both kinds of predictors contributed significantly to the prediction jointly, with the
medical ones being more important in the first five years and the psychological ones gaining in importance in later years.
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